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ERROR REGARDING THE HOLY
SPIRIT AND HOW HE WORKS

Tommy J. Hicks

INTRODUCTION1

Much that men want to know about the Holy Spirit is not revealed
in Scripture (cf. Deut. 29:29). Since some questions about the Spirit of
God cannot be answered, there are those who doubt the advisability of
delving too deeply into a study of His nature and work. On the other
hand, encountering from time to time the intricately tedious, complex,
and multifaceted things the Bible says about the Holy Spirit, not a few
have concluded that engaging in a comprehensive study of the Spirit is
an exercise in futility and a waste of time. Others have deemed an in-
depth examination of what inspiration relates about the Holy Spirit to
be unwise and unprofitable after seeing the confusion and divisions that
have resulted from the errant postulations and the plethora of incongru-
ous and/or contradictory doctrines advanced by self-styled “scholars”
following their years of supposed (but obviously lacking) investigative,
exegetical, theological research into what God’s Word says about the
Spirit. These, and more, reasons have been given for not endeavoring
to learn what the Bible discloses concerning the Holy Spirit of God.

A cursory consideration of a concordance will demonstrate that the
Bible contains an abundance of teaching with the Holy Spirit as its
subject. No subject in God’s Word, particularly as it relates to the third
Person of the Godhead, is unimportant. Thus, for their own personal
edification it is important for Christians to learn all they can about the
Holy Spirit from that Word. Bearing in mind that “Every scripture
inspired of God is also profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction which is in righteousness. That the man of God
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may be complete, furnished completely unto every good work” (2 Tim.
3:16-17, ASV, emphasis added), it is apparent that to be complete, a
Christian must study his Bible in order to learn and know all he can
about the Holy Spirit. Furthermore, the Christian is commanded:
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (2 Tim. 2:15).

Surveying all the error that is currently being taught about the Holy
Spirit and His work, no one can successfully deny the significance of
2 Timothy 2:15 and 3:16-17 as they relate not only to the importance
of studying, learning, and knowing what the Bible says about the Holy
Spirit but to the necessity of it as well. Unless the Christian knows what
God’s Word says about the Holy Spirit, he cannot properly defend
against the damning false doctrines men have concocted about Him.

ERROR TAUGHT CONCERNING THE HOLY SPIRIT
Doctrinal error flourishes where the factors of difficulty and

ignorance are found. Whatever the doctrine, the more difficult it is to
comprehend, the greater the likelihood that false teachings will arise in
regard to it. Whenever a doctrine is neglected and little or no study of
it is pursued, it is much easier for false teachers to come in, teach their
error, and have their way with those who are ignorant of it. It can
neither be denied that certain matters about the Holy Spirit are hard to
understand nor that there is much ignorance as to what the Bible
teaches about Him. Thus, when it comes to the Holy Spirit, it is not
unexpected that so-called “Christendom” manifests a hodgepodge of
doctrinal errors. Only a few of those errors can be touched upon here.
The Calvinists

That John Calvin (1509-1564) was a proponent of errors regarding
the direct operation of the Holy Spirit and His direct illumination of
one’s understanding of God’s Word is easily documented. Taking
excerpts from Calvin's Institutes of The Christian Religion, Presbyte-
rian Calvinist, John H. Adams, quotes:

If, then, we would consult most effectually for our consciences,
and save them from being driven about in a whirl of uncertainty,
from wavering, and even stumbling at the smallest obstacle, our
conviction of the truth of Scripture must be derived from a
higher source than human conjectures, Judgments, or reasons;
namely, the secret testimony of the Spirit.
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God works in his elect in two ways: inwardly, by his Spirit;
outwardly, by his Word. By his Spirit illuminating their minds,
and training their hearts to the practice of righteousness, he
makes them new creatures, while, by his Word, he stimulates
them to long and seek for this renovation.
As we cannot possibly come to Christ unless drawn by the Spirit,
so when we are drawn we are both in mind and spirit exalted far
above our own understanding. For the soul, when illumined by
him, receives as it were a new eye, enabling it to contemplate
heavenly mysteries, by the splendor of which it was previously
dazzled. And thus, indeed, it is only when the human intellect is
irradiated by the light of the Holy Spirit that it begins to have a
taste of those things which pertain to the kingdom of God;
previously it was too stupid and senseless to have any relish for
them (emphasis added).2

 According to Adams, Calvin “insisted Scripture could be understood
only by a Christian who's (sic) mind and heart had been subdued by the
Spirit—in accordance with Scripture.”3 Does that not sound similar to
what some erring brethren are saying today.

In 1618, Calvinists met in the Dutch city of Dordrecht in what
became known as the Synod of Dordt. They convened to deal with the
conflict they were having with the doctrines taught by Jacob Arminius
and his followers. Deliberating for months, the Calvinists finally
rendered their judicial decision, entitled The Canons of Dordt. This
pronouncement was divided into five major points or headings.

That Calvinists retained and upheld Calvin’s errant direct (Spirit-
on-spirit) operation of the Holy Spirit and direct illumination doctrines
is clearly shown in Articles 3 and 11, under the “The Third and Fourth
Main Points of Doctrine.” Denying that man is capable of responding
to God without a direct (Spirit-on-spirit) operation of the Holy Spirit,
Article 3 declares: “Therefore, all people are conceived in sin and are
born children of wrath, unfit for any saving good, inclined to evil, dead
in their sins, and slaves to sin; without the grace of the regenerating
Holy Spirit they are neither willing nor able to return to God, to reform
their distorted nature, or even to dispose themselves to such reform
(emphasis added).”4 Going further, Article 11 stresses:

Moreover, when God carries out this good pleasure in his chosen
ones, or works true conversion in them, he not only sees to it that
the gospel is proclaimed to them outwardly, and enlightens their
minds powerfully by the Holy Spirit so that they may rightly
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understand and discern the things of the Spirit of God, but, by
the effective operation of the same regenerating Spirit, he also
penetrates into the inmost being of man, opens the closed heart,
softens the hard heart, and circumcises the heart that is uncir-
cumcised. He infuses new qualities into the will, making the
dead will alive, the evil one good, the unwilling one willing, and
the stubborn one compliant; he activates and strengthens the will
so that, like a good tree, it may be enabled to produce the fruits
of good deeds (emphasis added).5

Notice that the above quote from rank Calvinists says the Holy
Spirit enlightens men’s minds “so that they may rightly understand and
discern the things of the Spirit of God.” Are not some erring brethren
are saying the same thing today?
The Church of Christ, Scientists

The Church of Christ, Scientists (a misnomer if ever there was one)
practices what those duped by the devil call “Christian Science.” This
church is not the church of Christ and its members are neither Chris-
tians nor “scientists.” Mary Baker Eddy is the intellectually deficient
founder of this doctrinally dysfunctional denomination. Jesus Christ
established His church, but she discovered “Christian Science.” Truly,
in modern times no greater illustration can be found of the blind
following the blind (cf. Mt. 15:14).

Rather than accepting what the Word of God teaches about the
Holy Spirit and other matters pertaining to religion, these  pseudo-
scientists follow the unscientific, nonsensical gobbledygook espoused
in Eddy’s writings. Defining what is meant by “Holy Spirit” in the
glossary of her cultic reference work, Science and Health, Eddy writes:
"Holy Ghost. Divine Science; the development of eternal Life, Truth,
and Love.”6 In an earlier publication, Unity of Good, Eddy said: "This
Science of God and man is the Holy Ghost, which reveals and sustains
the unbroken and eternal harmony of both God and the universe."7

Unable to figure out what that verbiage means, some may think it is a
profound statement. Rank and file members of her organization, being
Eddy’s loyal disciples, obtusely accept her prattle and then go about
pathetically parroting her blasphemous doctrine about the Holy Spirit.
The Oneness Holiness

Because it is so obviously ridiculous, little needs to be said about
the focal point of the Oneness Holiness Church’s errant Holy Spirit
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doctrine, but enough ink will be used to expose it for the damnable
doctrine that it is. Like all of the Pentecostal groups, members of this
church believe in modern-day miracles, speaking in tongues, et cetera.
However, they are distinguished from the others by their absurdly
obstinate denial of what the Bible teaches about there being one God
and yet three distinct and separate Persons in the Godhead, i.e., a
Father, a Son, and a Holy Spirit (cf. Mt. 28:19). Oneness Holiness
doctrine agrees that there is one God, but insists that He consists of one
Person who simply manifests Himself as the Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit. The Interfaith Evangelism Belief Bulletin affirms: “Oneness
Pentecostals declare that the Godhead consists of only one Person and
deny the traditional doctrine of the Trinity ... The Holy Spirit is not
regarded as a person at all, merely a manifestation of Jesus’ power or
a synonym for Him (emphasis added).”8

Interestingly, the Hebrew word elohiym, translated “God” in
Genesis 1:1, is a grammatically plural intensive term, yet its meaning
is singular. One does not have to know Hebrew to see from the context
that there is a plurality of Members in the Godhead as shown in
creation account (cf. Gen. 1:2, 26; 3:22). New Testament examples
abound which prove that there is more than a single Person in the
Godhead. Consider Christ’s conception (Mt. 1:18-23; Lk. 1:35),
Christ’s baptism (Mt. 3:16-17), and what transpired at the Mount of
Transfiguration (Mt. 17:5).

When Jesus prayed, who was He praying to? Was Jesus just
praying to Himself when He “lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said,
Father, the hour is come; glorify thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify
thee” (Jn. 17:1). Dying on the cross, was Jesus delusional when He
prayed “Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do” (Lk.
23:34)? If the Son and the Father are one and the same Person, why did
Jesus pray?

If Jesus and the Holy Spirit are one and the same Person, why did
Jesus have to depart so that the Holy Spirit could come (cf. Jn. 16:7).
Since Jesus, after His resurrection, said: “All power is given unto me in
heaven and in earth” (Mt. 28:18, emphasis added), who was it that gave
Him “All power”? When Jesus delivers “the kingdom to God, even the
Father” (1 Cor. 15:24), is He going to give Himself something He
already owns (Acts 20:28)?

Finally, consider that on Pentecost Peter identified the three
Persons in the Godhead when he preached: “This Jesus hath God raised
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up, whereof we all are witnesses. Therefore being by the right hand of
God exalted, and having received of the Father the promise of the Holy
Ghost, he hath shed forth this, which ye now see and hear” (Acts 2:32-
33, emphasis added; cf. Acts 7:55-56; Rom. 8:34; Col. 3:1; Heb. 10:12;
1Pet. 3:21-22). How can Jesus, the Son, be seated “by the right hand of
God,” the Father, if He and the Father are the same Person? Is He
beside Himself? Much more Scriptural proof repudiating the Oneness
Holiness Church’s false doctrine regarding the Holy Spirit can be
presented, but that offered here is more than enough to suffice. With
just a little common sense and the application of simple logic anyone
can see from the Bible’s teaching how ludicrous the Holy Spirit
doctrine of the Oneness Holiness Church truly is.
The Church Of Jesus Christ Of Latter-Day Saints

Appalling to its doctrinal core, Mormonism has nonetheless gained
in numbers and in public acceptance in recent times. Joseph Smith, a
proven liar and the god of Mormonism, was truly a child of his father
(cf. Jn. 8:44). His successors, Mormonism’s counterfeit apostles,
prophets and church presidents with their bogus claims of inspiration
and revelation are no better. They are mere uninspired, wicked,
ungodly, mortal men making fictitious claims. Their embellished claim
to be “Latter Day Saints” is preposterous and their high sounding,
aggrandized religious titles give them no credibility. If the doctrines of
Mormonism were not such an insult to God (the Father, the Son, and
the Holy Spirit), and soul-damning otherwise, they would be laughable.
Besides teaching that it was a man who became God (and that all men
have the potential to become gods), and teaching that Jesus Christ and
Satan are brothers, Mormons do not even speak of the Holy Spirit in
terms that describe Him as a Person.

Wayne Jackson points out: “Parley Pratt, one of Mormonism’s
original ‘apostles,’ once described the Holy Spirit as a force like
‘magnetism’ or ‘electricity.’ He further spoke of the Spirit as ‘a divine
fluid’ and ‘impersonal energy.’”9 Pratt egregiously asserted: “Jesus
Christ ... was filled with a divine substance or fluid, called the Holy
Spirit (emphasis added).”10 Not only that, comparing the Holy Spirit to
such things as electricity and galvanism, Pratt said:

The purest, most refined and subtle of all these substances, and
the one least understood, or even recognized, by the less
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informed among mankind, is the substance called the Holy
Spirit.
This substance, like all others, is one of the elements of material
or physical existence, and therefore subject to the necessary laws
which govern all matter as before enumerated.11 

Do other Mormons believe such nonsense about the Holy Spirit?
Evidently! Reading Mormon literature dealing with the subject of the
Holy Spirit, one frequently encounters Pratt’s same teaching and
terminology. For example, in an article appearing in the Latter Day
Saints Southern Star, a Mormon “Elder” named David H. Elton
referred to the Holy Spirit as a“spiritual fluid, known as the Holy
Ghost.”12

The Holy Spirit is not “a divine fluid,” “a spiritual fluid,” “a divine
substance,” or a “substance, like ... one of the elements of material or
physical existence.” Expressions like those are nowhere found in the
Bible to describe the Holy Spirit. Mormonism is wrong in just about
everything it teaches, and the hogwash it teaches about the Holy Spirit
is no exception.
The Unification Church

At his birth, a Korean baby was named Mun Yong Myong by his
parents. Later, he changed his name to Sun Myung Moon. This is the
man who founded the Unification Church. His disciples are commonly
referred to as “Moonies.” Among his many other asseverations, Moon
says that he is the Second Coming of Jesus Christ. Inexplicable as it
may seem, there are people—lots of people—who believe and
tenaciously revere Moon’s “interpretations” (?) of Scripture.

Moon invented an especially weird doctrine about the Holy Spirit,
one so utterly asinine that a word adequately describing its fatuousness
may not exist. Going beyond mere fantasy, Moon teaches: “The Holy
Spirit is the feminine counterpart to God. She is not a person, but is a
form of energy that is derived from God.”13 Thus, according to Moon,
the Holy Spirit “not a person” and He is really a “She.” But, that is not
all. “She” is a “Mother”! Elaborating upon this quirky concept, Moon
emphasizes:

There are many who have received the revelation that the Holy
Spirit is feminine. This is because the Holy Spirit comes as the
True Mother or second Eve. Since the Holy Spirit is the feminine
aspect of divinity, without first receiving her we cannot go
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before Jesus as his brides. Being feminine, the Holy Spirit
consoles and moves the hearts of people. (Rom. 5:5); (John
14:26-27); (Acts 9:31) She cleanses people's sin, thereby atoning
for the sin which Eve committed. Jesus, the masculine Lord,
works in heaven (yang), while the Holy Spirit, his feminine
counterpart, works on the earth (yin).
The one who has come as the True Mother to give rebirth to
fallen people is the Holy Spirit (emphasis added).14

Far-out ideas “feminizing” the Holy Spirit have been offered by false
teachers on numerous occasions, but none have been so bizarre and
brazen as these conjured up by Moon.

Searching the Scriptures, one will find that the Greek word
translated “Spirit,” has pneuma as its root and, as it is used in reference
to the Holy Spirit, it is always neuter gender. In other references, such
as when the Holy Spirit is identified as the “Comforter” (parakletos),
the word form and the personal pronounces associated with it are all
masculine gender. That being said, no Scriptural terminology applica-
ble to the Holy Spirit is found to be in the feminine gender. Evidence
of this is seen in the fact that no credible English translation of the
Bible refers to the Holy Spirit as a female, or uses feminine gender
personal pronouns such as “her” or “she.” Certainly, in no instance in
the Bible is He called “MOTHER!”
The Jehovah’s Witnesses

Charles Taze Russell is the founder of the organization which
evolved into the Watch Tower Bible and Tract Society. Commonly
called “Russellites,” members of this sect have designated themselves
to be “Jehovah’s Witnesses.” They are “witnesses” all right—false
witnesses. And, tragically, they will not accept the tested and proven
testimony of Jehovah’s real, tested and true witnesses.

An apostle and one of Christ’s closest associates, John was a true
witness (cf. 1 Jn. 1:1-4). John emphatically testifies that Jesus Christ is
God (cf. Jn. 1:1; 20:26-28). Yet, Jehovah’s Witnessess, believing that
Jesus is not God, but a created being, deny John’s testimony. Worse
still, they change his testimony. In their Bible, they have John testify-
ing: “In [the] beginning the Word was, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was a god” (Jn. 1:1, New World Translation of the Holy
Scriptures, emphasis added). John said “the Word was God.” Jehovah’s
Witnesses altered his witness and have him saying” “ the Word was a
god”—“god” (spelled with a lower case “g”). Since they are willing to
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do that, one would not expect the Jehovah’s Witnesses to give the Holy
Spirit His due either.

Admitting that He is only a mere force of some kind, Jehovah’s
Witnesses will not even acknowledge that the Holy Spirit is “a god.”
To the contrary, they deny that the Holy Spirit is either Deity (i.e., God)
or a Person. Giving his view of the Holy Spirit, Russell said, “the Holy
Spirit ... is not another God, but the spirit, influence, or power
exercised by the one God our Father (emphasis added).”15 That
Russell’s warped Holy Spirit doctrine has been parroted with little
variation by Jehovah’s Witnesses ever since is obvious from the
following Jehovah’s Witnesses quotes.

But the Holy Spirit has no personal name. The reason for this, is
that the Holy Spirit is not an intellectual person. It is the
impersonal, invisible, active force that finds its source and
reservoir in Jesus and God and that He uses to accomplish His
will (emphasis added).16

He [God] accomplished the creation, not with tools such as men
use, but by means of his holy spirit, which is his invisible active
force ... It is the same holy spirit by which he later caused the
Bible to be written so that we might know his will and purposes
for men on earth (emphasis added).17

As for the “Holy Spirit,” the so-called “Third Person of the
Trinity,” we have already seen that it is not a person, but God’s
active force (emphasis added).18

No, the holy spirit is not a person and it is not part of a Trinity.
The holy spirit is God's active force that he uses to accomplish
his will. It is not equal to God but is always at his disposition
and subordinate to 
No, the holy spirit is not a person and it is not part of a Trinity.
The holy spirit is God's active force that he uses to accomplish
his will. It is not equal to God but is always at his disposition
and subordinate to him (emphasis added).20

Jehovah’s Witnesses teach false doctrine when they deny that the
Holy Spirit is: 1) a Person, 2) God, and 3) equal to God. These false
doctrines, like all others cannot stand in light of the Bible’s teaching.

THE BIBLE’S TEACHING ABOUT
THE HOLY SPIRIT BEING A PERSON AND DEITY

Virtually every false doctrine manifests itself and vainly attempts
to stand in open contradiction to what the Bible teaches. Man teaches
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the lie that salvation is obtained by “faith only,” but James 2:24
expressly explains that it is not. Man errantly instructs that one “cannot
fall from grace,” but Galatians 5:4 specifically states that he can. Man
mendaciously preaches that “baptism does not save,” but 1 Peter 3:21
concretely certifies that it does. And, in light of what the Scriptures
teach, man’s false doctrines about the Holy Spirit, such as those
previously described, are just as clearly exposed to be patently untrue.
The Holy Spirit Is A Person

Elizabeth Barrett Browning’s poetic line, “How do I love thee? Let
me count the ways,” comes to mind when thinking of the numerous
evidences in the Bible which establish beyond all reasonable doubt that
the Holy Spirit is a Person. Counting all of the ways in which Scripture
shows the Spirit to be a Person is not possible in the limited space of
this chapter. However, four of them will be counted here to prove the
point.

1. The Holy Spirit has the power to will. Men say the Holy Spirit
is not a Person, but is “Science,” or “a substance,” or “a fluid,” or
“magnetism,” or “electricity,” et cetera. Do any of those things have
the power to will? No! Only a being (not just a thing) defined as a
“person” has the power to will. Does the Holy Spirit have the power to
will? Let the Bible answer. Discussing the miraculous gifts bestowed
by the Holy Spirit, Paul said: “But all these worketh that one and the
selfsame Spirit, dividing to every man severally as he will” (1 Cor.
12:11, emphasis added).

2. The Holy Spirit has the power to love. Does “Science,” or “a
substance,” or “a fluid,” or “magnetism,” or “electricity,” et cetera have
the power to love? No! Does the Holy Spirit have the power to love?
Let the Bible answer. Nearing the end of his letter to the Romans, Paul
exhorted: “Now I beseech you, brethren, by our Lord Jesus Christ, and
by the love of the Spirit, that ye strive together with me in your prayers
to God for me” (Rom. 15:30, ASV, emphasis added). Generally, it is
held that this passage speaks not only of the love the Spirit has for
God’s children, but that it also speaks of the mutual love brethren have
for one another as a result of the Spirit’s work. Can mere things do
that? No! Again, the Bible demonstrates that the Holy Spirit is a
Person.

3. The Holy Spirit can be grieved. Can “Science,” or “a substance,”
or “a fluid,” or “magnetism,” or “electricity,” et cetera be grieved? No!
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Can a person be grieved? Yes! Can the Holy Spirit be grieved? Let the
Bible answer. Ephesians 4:30 exhorts: “And grieve not the holy Spirit
of God, whereby ye are sealed unto the day of redemption (emphasis
added).” The Greek word lupeo, translated “grieve” in this verse,
means to offend and/or cause sorrow. Of course, it is when one is
disobedient to God that he grieves the Holy Spirit. His capacity to love
and to grieve is another proof positive that the Holy Spirit is a Person.
Persons, not things, have reasoned emotions.

4. The Holy Spirit can be told a lie. No sane or honest person will
seriously say that it is even possible to tell a lie to “Science,” to “a
substance,” to “a fluid,” to “magnetism,” to “electricity,” or to anything
like them? Even if it were possible to do so, what purpose would it
serve? Men may lie about those things (and that is what they do when
they try to make the “Holy Spirit” out of them), but it is not remotely
sensible to say that they can be told lies. That being so, can the Holy
Spirit be told a lie? Let the Bible answer. Luke records: “Peter said,
Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost, and
to keep back part of the price of the land?” (Acts 5:3, emphasis added).
Not only can the Holy Spirit be lied to, He has been lied to. He can be
lied to because He is a Person.

God’s Word refutes man’s error which denies that the Holy Spirit
is a Person. In like manner, the Bible also repudiates man’s contrivance
that the Holy Spirit is not God.
The Holy Spirit Is Deity—God

For clarity’s sake, the distinction between that which is “deity” and
that which is “divine” must be noted. This is necessary because some
who deny that the Holy Spirit is God and/or a Person will sometimes
speak of Him being divine or a divinity. The words “deity” (a narrow
term) and “divine” (a broad term) are at times used as synonyms—at
other times they are not. This is so because God is divine, but all that
is divine is not God.

Webster’s dictionary defines “divine” as: “of, relating to or
proceeding directly from God or a god <divine love>.”21 Mentioning
things which proceeded directly from God, things God created, things
by which reason demands that God is, Paul was speaking of divine
things in Romans 1:20-21—but, those divine things are not God.

The same dictionary defines “deity” as: “the rank or essential
nature of a god.”22 In common usage, the word “deity” is descriptive
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only of a god, i.e., a “deity” is a “god.” “Deity,” when employed in
reference to the God of the Bible, is descriptive of the unoriginated,
infinite, immutable, illimitable, all holy Personality. In other words,
God! Colossians 2:9 states: “For in him [Christ] dwelleth all the fulness
of the Godhead bodily.” “Godhead” in this verse is translated from the
Greek word theotes, which means “deity.” Thayer defines theotes as:
“1) deity 1a) the state of being God, Godhead.”23 Consequently, in the
English Standard Version, Colossians 2:9, is translated: “For in him the
whole fullness of deity dwells bodily (emphasis added).” Christ is the
focus of this verse; however, the concept of “deity” it expresses is
equally applicable to the Holy Spirit. He is God, too.

Ananias was not only told that he had lied to the Holy Spirit, Peter,
referring explicitly to the Holy Spirit, convicted him of lying to God.
Peter used “the Holy Ghost” and “God” interchangeably when he said:
“Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost ...
thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God” (Acts 5:3-4, emphasis
added). Inspiration identifies the works, qualities and characteristics
which prove that the Holy Spirit is God. Consider these.

1. The Spirit was active in creation. Moses’ creation account
discloses: “And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was
upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the face
of the waters” (Gen. 1:2, emphasis added). Contributing further
information, going beyond the Spirit’s creative and maintaining
powers, the psalmist is discussing the resurrectional powers when he
says: “Thou sendest forth thy Spirit, they are created; And thou
renewest the face of the ground” (Ps. 104:30, ASV). Creative powers
such as these are possessed only by God.

2. The Spirit is eternal. “How much more shall the blood of Christ,
who through the eternal Spirit offered himself without spot to God,
purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” (Heb.
9:14, emphasis added). Admittedly, there are those who question if the
Spirit here is a reference to the Holy Spirit. However, since He was
present at creation, and since he is capable of bestowing eternal life
(Gal. 6:8), it is reasonable to conclude that He is an eternal Being, God.

3. The Spirit is omnipresent. Beautifully and unambiguously
revealing the omnipresence of the Holy Spirit, the psalmist posits:
“Whither shall I go from thy Spirit? Or whither shall I flee from thy
presence? If I ascend up into heaven, thou art there: If I make my bed
in Sheol, behold, thou art there. If I take the wings of the morning, And
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dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead
me, And thy right hand shall hold me” (Ps. 139:7-10, ASV). None but
God is able to be everywhere at one and the same time.

4. The Spirit is omniscient. Only an omniscient mind can possibly
know the mind of God. Paul was making that very point when he
exclaimed: “But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the
Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God. For what man
knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him?
even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God”
(1 Cor. 2:10-11). It is important to note that the Greek word eido,
translated “knoweth” in this passage, means to know by personal
experience. Thus, the Holy Spirit is a Person and He is God.

5. The Spirit associates and works with deity. The Holy Spirit was
at work with God and Christ (cf. Jn. 1:1-4; Heb. 1:1-2) at the creation
(Gen. 1:1-2). Issuing His “Great Commission,” Jesus commanded that
baptism is to be done “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of
the Holy Ghost” (Mt. 28:19-20). By including the Holy Spirit along
with the Father and the Son, Jesus implied an equality of their nature,
deity.

Noting another case of the Holy Spirit working with deity, i.e., the
resurrection of Christ, Paul accentuated: “But if the Spirit of him that
raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, he that raised up Christ
from the dead shall also quicken your mortal bodies by his Spirit that
dwelleth in you” (Rom. 8:11, emphasis added). Associating the Holy
Spirit right along with the other members of the Godhead (deity), Paul
closed 2 Corinthians with: “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the
love of God, and the communion of the Holy Ghost, be with you all.
Amen” (2 Cor. 13:14). To deny that the Holy Spirit is deity (God), one
must not only deny what the Bible reveals about Him, one must
contradict everything the Word of God teaches about His being a
Person and about His being God. 

WORK OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
WITH CHRIST AND THE APOSTLES

Another chapter in this book deals with the work of the Holy Spirit
during Old Testament times, and others discuss various works of the
Spirit in the New Testament. Therefore, only two areas of the Spirit’s
New Testament work—His work with Christ and the apostles—will be
briefly touched upon here.
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The Holy Spirit’s Work With Christ
One does not have to go far into the New Testament before he sees

the Holy Spirit performing a special work in relation to Jesus Christ.
Matthew 1:18 registers: “Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this
wise: When as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they
came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.” Mary was
told: “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the
Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which
shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God” (cf. Lk. 1:27, 34-
35). Since Mary “was found with child of the Holy Ghost” (Mt. 1:18),
and since that Child was to “be called the Son of God” (Lk. 1:35), the
implication concerning the Holy Spirit’s deity should be obvious.

All three Persons in the Godhead were individually manifested at
the same time immediately following Jesus’ baptism. Jesus was on
earth, having just come “up straightway out of the water” (Mt. 3:16).
God the Father was in Heaven declaring: “This is my beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased” (Mt. 3:17). And, between Heaven and earth,
Jesus sees “the Spirit like a dove descending upon him” (Mk. 1:10).
Surveying the situation pictured in Matthew 3:16, Clarke correctly
comments: “This passage affords no mean proof of the doctrine of the
Trinity. That three distinct persons are here, represented, there can be
no dispute.”24

The Holy Spirit’s Work With The Apostles
In keeping with God’s plan, Christ had to ascend back into Heaven

before the Holy Spirit could come to do His work (cf. Jn. 16:7).
Knowing that He was leaving them, Christ comforted His the apostles
by promising: “I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another
Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; Even the Spirit of
truth; whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, and shall be
in you” (Jn. 14:16-17).

Working in a direct operation upon the apostles, the Holy Spirit
was to teach them all things and bring to their remembrance all that
Jesus had said to them (Jn. 14:26). In a direct operation, the Holy Spirit
was to guide the apostles into all truth and show them things to come
(Jn. 16:13). By directly empowering (inspiring) the apostles to speak
(Mt. 10:19-20), the Holy Spirit testified of Christ (Jn. 15:26). Without
fail, the Holy Spirit accomplished His mission in all of these areas.
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Serving as a teacher and guide, the Holy Spirit carried out His
mission (cf. 1 Cor. 2:6-13). He successfully guided the apostles into all
the truth (Ju. 3; 2 Pet. 1:3-4). Besides empowering (inspiring) the
apostles to speak (Acts 2:4), the Holy Spirit empowered them to write
God’s Word (2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 3:15-16). Again, the Holy Spirit
successfully showed the apostles “things to come.” Proof of this is
found in Paul’s declaration: “Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in
the latter times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to
seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils” (1 Tim. 4:1, emphasis added).
Indeed, the Holy Spirit achieved every aspect of His mission in these
and in all other areas.

Let it here be emphasized that the direct operation of the Holy
Spirit upon the apostles and others in the first century is not in question
by faithful Christians today. However, there are those who are “proud,
knowing nothing, but doting about questions and strifes of words”
(1 Tim. 6:4). They are to be charged “before the Lord that they strive
not about words to no profit, but to the subverting of the hearers”
(2 Tim. 2:14). Unfortunately, today’s advocates of a direct (i.e., Spirit-
on-spirit) operation of the Holy Spirit are subverting their hearers by
inventing new definitions for words and/or by using misdirection in
their use of terms. For example, some teach that the Holy Spirit
operates directly (i.e., Spirit-on-spirit) upon the Christian—now get
this—in a “supernatural-nonmiraculous” way. Such is sheer nonsense.
Proponents of this idea have devised lame lexicons and rely on
sophistic logic. No one can prove from the Bible or by any other means
that there is a direct (i.e., Spirit-on-spirit) operation of the Holy Spirit
upon the Christian today. Make no mistake about it, any direct (i.e.,
Spirit-on-spirit) operation of the Holy Spirit upon a Christian today
would be “supernatural” and “miraculous,” all claims to the contrary
notwithstanding.

TODAY, THE HOLY SPIRIT
WORKS ONLY THROUGH THE WORD

Lest anyone misunderstand what is meant by the statement that
“today, the Holy Spirit works only through the Word, two things need
to be stressed. First, that statement does not deny the providence of
God. Faithful Christians readily accept and proclaim that God works in
providential ways. Second, though some may criticize it for being
imprecise, the statement that “today, the Holy Spirit works only
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through the Word” is used to deny a direct (i.e., Spirit-on-spirit)
operation upon a Christian or anyone else. Also, the Bible does
demonstrate that what the Holy Spirit does for the Christian, He does
it through His Word.

Z.T. Sweeney’s little book, The Spirit and the Word, is a master-
piece. Every Christian ought to obtain a copy and study it. In his
chapter entitled “The Spirit and the Christian,” Sweeney magnificently
demonstrates how the Spirit works today. He says:

I do not wish to rest content with asserting that statement, but I
wish to prove it. What are the things that might be accomplished
by a direct personal indwelling of the Spirit in us?
1. He might give us faith.
But through the Word he does that. “So belief cometh of hearing,
and hearing by the word of Christ” (Rom. 10:17).
2. He might enable us to enjoy a new birth.
But through the Word he does that. “Having been begotten
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, through the
word of God, which liveth and abideth” (1 Pet. 1:23).
3. He might give us light.
But through the Word he does that. “The entrance of thy words
giveth light; it giveth understanding unto the simple” (Ps.
119:130).
4. He might give us wisdom.
But through the Word he does that. “But abide thou in the things
which thou hast learned and hast been assured of, knowing of
whom thou hast learned them. And that from a babe thou hast
known the sacred writings which are able to make thee wise unto
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:14,
15). “The testimony of Jehovah is sure, making wise the simple”
(Ps. 19:7).
5. He might convert us.
But he does that through the Word. “The law of Jehovah is
perfect, converting the soul” (Ps. 19:7).
6. He might open our eyes.
 But he does that through the Word. “The precepts of Jehovah
are right, rejoicing the heart: The commandment of Jehovah is
pure, enlightening the eyes” (Ps. 19:8).
7. He might give us understanding.
But he does that through the Word. “Through thy precepts I get
understanding: Therefore I hate every false way” (Ps. 119:104).
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8. He might quicken us.
But he does that through the Word. “This is my comfort in my
affliction; For thy word hath quickened me” (Ps. 119:50).
9. He might save us.
But he does that through the Word. “Wherefore putting away all
filthiness and overflowing of wickedness, receive with meekness
the implanted word, which is able to save your souls” (Jas. 1:21).
10. He might sanctify us.
But he does that through the Word. “Sanctify them in the truth:
thy word is truth” (John 17:17).
11. He might purify us.
But he does that through the Word. “Seeing ye have purified
your souls in your obedience to the truth unto unfeigned love of
the brethren, love one another from the heart fervently” (1 Pet.
1:22).
12. He might cleanse us.
But he does that through the Word. “Already ye are clean
because of the word which I have spoken unto you” (John 15:3).
13. He might make us free from sin.
But he does that through the Word. “But thanks be to God, that,
whereas ye were servants of sin, ye became obedient from the
heart to that form of teaching whereunto ye were delivered; and
being made free from sin, ye became servants of righteousness”
(Rom. 6:17, 18).
14. He might impart a divine nature.
But he does that through the Word. “Whereby he hath granted
unto us his precious and exceeding great promises; that through
these ye may become partakers of the divine nature, having
escaped from the corruption that is in that world by lust” (2 Pet.
1:4).
15. He might fit us for glory.
But he does that through the Word. “And now I commend you
to God, and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you
up, and to give you the inheritance among all them that are
sanctified” (Acts 20:32).
16. He might strengthen us.
But he does that by his Word. “Strengthen thou me according
unto thy word” (Ps. 119:28).
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In the above cases we have covered all the conceivable things a
direct indwelling Spirit could do for one, and have also shown
that all these things the Spirit does through the Word of God.25

Yes, the Holy Spirit’s medium of operation is the Word of God.
Because He operates through that medium, He operates indirectly upon
the spirit of man. The Word as used by the Holy Spirit is “quick, and
powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, piercing even to the
dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart” (Heb. 4:12).
Thus, since God’s Word is an all-sufficient instrument wielded by the
Holy Spirit, it is no wonder that Paul assured: “All scripture is given by
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2 Tim. 3:16-17).

CONCLUSION
Surveying all the false doctrines and errors being taught about the

Holy Spirit, it is hard to imagine that any “new” false doctrines about
Him could be fostered. Men have insisted that He is not a Person and
that He is not God, but He is both. Clearly, the Bible reveals that the
Holy Spirit worked in creation and throughout Old and New Testament
times. It also shows that He has worked in different ways at different
time. Today, no one receives direct revelations from the Holy Spirit
because all that is to be revealed He has revealed (Ju. 3; 1 Cor. 13:8-
12). Furthermore, the Holy Spirit performs no direct operations (i.e.
Spirit-on-spirit) of any kind on anyone for any reason. Every Christian
can and should be thankful that the Holy Spirit does work today and
that His work is efficient and sufficient, fully understanding that He
works through the Word.
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